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Technique of Single Tubing by the Nasal Route. | wets the tube with water.”--W. W. Lang, from his 


By O. Trevor-WituiaMs, M.R.C.V.S | article on the stomach tube, from System of Veterinary 
d . 4 abv, + . . . ates } e 


Anglesey. 


| 


Treatment, by William Scott, F.R.C.V.S. (Bailliere, 
Tindall, and Cox). 


The amount of restraint requisite for this ; rocedure | Instead of slippery elm bark I have had a thick 
depends a great deal on the temperament of the | lubricant called “ catheter lubricant’ made, and it 

















patient as well as that of the operator. In many | has proved very satisfactory, and perfectly harmless 
; | torubber. I am a great believer in a well-lubricated 


tube for horses and cattle. The inexperienced user 
of the tube need not be discouraged by the possi- 
bility of a small amount of hemorrhage. This, 
however, will hardly ever happen if the tube is 
cautiously passed and removed. I always keep the 
tingers of the right hand pressing on the tube at the 
nostril in passing it, in order to make certain that it 
passes along the floor of the nostril, and likewise in 
removing the tube with the left hand, drawing it 
out cautiously, directed slightly upwards. The new 
purchaser should ask for a 12 inch tube instead of 
10 inch, especially when he has to treat horses from 
sixteen to seventeen hands high. 

As stated in my article in the Record of October 
20th, the nasal route is possible in the bovine, and it 
will take the same tube as the horse. The technique 
is similar in both animals except that it is more 
difficult to make certain that the tube is in the right 
passage. I use a fine bulldog with the cow, and if 
convenient to have one man holding the bulldog 
and another the horns, to keep the head steady. 
The mouth route claims one very great advantage, 
and that is, that it is impossible, if one tried, to 
introduce the tube into the trachea. Have two men, 
one each side of the head, the left one holding the 
horn with the right hand, and the handle of the gag 
‘well in the mouth ” with the left hand, and the one 
on the right side vice versa. Thus the head is held 
firmly. The tube is more rigid than the horse 
variety and thicker. That recommended is ? inch 
tube with a lumen of 3 inch. This tube has thick 
walls and is rigid, being made of canvas covered with 
rubber. The small lumen makes no less difference 
with the cow, because, if vomition takes place, it 
always comes up outside the tube and not through 
the lumen, of whatever size it may be. Have the 
head kept well down while the water is pumped in, 
so that the saliva secreted during the operation, as 
well as the possibility of vomit, gets an easy flow out. 
Thus one avoids the possibility of suffocation,“ beside 
making the cow to fight desperately if the head is 


held too high.” 
(Continued at foot of next page.) 


instances the tube can be passed single-handed. 
especially if the patient hangs back on his halter. 
If necessary, an assistant may hold the head firmly. 
The head may be tied closely to a pillar or ring, or a 
twitch on the nose, or the right ear may be used for 
preference, but the twitch has the disadvantage of 
distracting the animal’s attention too much. The 
writer, single-handed, has many times, in particularly 
quiet horses, passed the tube, tied it to the head stall, 
and then pumped in the necessary fluid. Either 
nostril may be used, but the left is preferable, as the 
operator can more easily watch the progress of events. 

Should there be difficulty in passing the tube into 
the pharynx on one side it will oiten be found quite 
easy on the other. When using the left nasal route, 
seize the wing of the nostril by the thumb and finger 
of the right hand and turn it well over. Pass the 
tube along the nasal floor with great care to prevent 
injury to the turbinated bone and its mucous 
membrane, with consequent hemorrhage, which has 
been well described as alarming, but not dangerous. 
When the first mark reaches the nostril, keep the tube 
travelling, as there is invariably a swallowing move- 
ment then; one may have to wait a long time for 
the next attempt at deglutition. 

Passage down the cesophagus can be followed 
by the eye in all but very thick-necked horses, and is 
accompanied by a certain amount of resistance, which 
increases towards the stomach, and a crackling 
sound due to eructation. The tube can also be 
felt behind the larynx by appoximating the finger-tips 
of both hands and palpating across the csophagus. 
Should the tube enter the trachea, there is an absence 
of the above, and the animal breathes through the 
tube, “ but, and this is extremely important, he does 
not necessarily cough.” 

Extraction should also be carefully carried out 
in an upward direction “ by the left hand, with the 
finger-tips of the right hand pressing lightly on the 
tube at the nostril” to keep the point of the tube 
down, and thus prevent injury and hemorrhage. 
During both insertion and extraction the head should 
be kept as still as possible. “Slippery elm bark, 
as a lubricant, is recommended, but the writer simply 
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Meat and Milk Inspection in Ireland. 


DEPUTATION TO NORTHERN MINISTERS. 


A deputation representing the North of Ireland | 


Division of the N.V.M.A., waited on November 8th, 
upon the Minister of Home Affairs, the Minister of 
Agriculture, the Right Hon. Captain Dixon, and 
Mr. 8S. G. Tallents, Imperial Secretary, in the Parlia- 
mentary Buildings, Belfast. to call attention to the 
unsatisfactory state of the law as affecting the 
public meat and milk supply in Northern Ireland. 

Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.E., made the following 
introductory statement : 

The Ministry of Health Act, 1919 (9 and 10 George 
V. ch. 21) contained a very modified reference to 
Ireland, the application being contained in Section 
X., which reads : 

“For the purpose of promoting the health of the 
people of Ireland and exercising the powers con- 
ferred on him, the Chief Secretary shall be the 
Minister of Health for Ireland and it shall be his duty 
as such Minister to take such steps as may be desirable 
to secure the preparation, effective carrying out and 
co-ordynation of measures conducive to health including 
measures for the prevention and cure of disease, the 
avoidance of fraud in connection with alleged remedies 
therefor, the treatment of physical and mental 
defects, the treatment and cure of the blind, the 
initiaton and direction of research, the collection, 
preparation, publication and dissemination of informa- 
tion and statistics relating thereto, and the training 
of persons for health services. 

Act 10 (2) arrange for a consultative council. The 
Act specified the holders of certain oficial positions 
as a nucleus of this Council and empowered the 
Chief Secretary to nominate an additional number 
of persons on the Council.” 

Amongst others, I had the honour to be nominated 
as the veterinary representative for Ireland. 

As a result of that Council’s deliberations a report 
was furnished, a copy of which I now present. 

I would like specially to draw your attention to 
the fact that the Chief Secretary was empowered 





(Continued from previous page.) , 


I have been encouraged to publish the technique 
of the tube in the horse and cow by the numerous 
inquiries I have received from practitioners from all 
parts of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
I sincerely hope that the new enthusiasts will persevere 
to master and gain confidence, by the constant use 
of the wonderful tube, and become proficient in this 
simple technique. 


[In forwarding the above, Mr. Trevor Williams 
acknowledges that he has copied Mr. Lang’s 
technique from Mr. W. Scott’s book. For the 
time being, the “gag” and tube can be procured 
from him at “Glanaber,” Llangefni, Anglesey, 
for the price of 15s. each]. 
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to “secure the preparation, effective carrying out 
and co-ordination of measures conducive to health,”’ 


' and the “ initiation and direction of research,” and 





my reason for so doing is that in those respects the 
Veterinary Profession feels that it can render invalu- 
able assistance and confer inestimable benefits upon 
humanity. 

With the help of the Veterinary Profession, very 
many infectious and contagious diseases can be 
controlled and prevented from harming mankind, 
without this help human suffering and the toll on 
life must continue from unrestrained sources. 

The report of the Consultative Committee to which 
| have referred, was carefully examined by the 
Veterinary Medical Association, and the following 
Resolution was proposed and passed with unanimity : 

“ That, having carefully examined the proposals 
put forward by Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.E., 
M.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.M., for the establishment of a 
Veterinary Section of the proposed Ministry of 
Puklic Health, we desire to support those proposals 
in the strongest possible manner. 

* Further, we are of the opinion that such a 
service is absolutely essential and imperative if 
the community is to be safeguarded from the 
many diseases communicable from animals both 
by direct infection and by the use of diseased 
animal products. 

‘ We call upon the Authorities to take the earliest 
possible opportunity to bring about this long 
delayed and urgently needed reform.” 

An uniform system of Meat and Milk Inspection is 
essential, and a central system, to bring about co- 
ordination of the work of the various controlling 
bodies, is imperative. 

The laws and regulations in those connections 
require to be strengthened and improved. 

To show you that other bodies who are vitally inter- 
ested and who have a complete knowledge of the 
subject are at one with the veterinary profession, 
and perhaps you will allow me to quote a resolution of 
the Sanitary Congress of 1919, which reads :—- 

‘That in the interests of Public Health no 
satisfactory improvement can be expected in the 
inspection of meat, unless the Ministry of Health 
take the necessary steps to abolish all private 
slaughterhouses in Great Britain and Ireland and 
that unless fully qualified veterinary surgeons, well 
versed in meat inspection are appointed to carry 
out the efficient inspection of animals, the inhabi- 
tants of this country will continue to consume 
considerable quantities of diseased, unsound, and 
unwholesome food and it is urged that ante-mortem 
and post-mortem inspections should in all cases 
be made.” 

In connection with our milk supply, the import- 
ance of a thoroughly efficient and centralised veterin- 
ary inspection will be readily admitted, when it is 
borne in mind how many acute infectious diseases 
are conveyed through milk—to mention a few— 
tuberculosis, typhoid fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria. 
dysentery, etc. 

















December 1, 1923 


In regard to non-pulmonary forms of tuberculosis, 
the experience of large hospitals for children is alarm- 
ing, for bacteriological examinations and _ biological 
tests have shown that 62 per cent. of tubercular glands, 
excised in those institutions, were found to have been 
caused by the bovine type of tubercle bacilli, and the 
disease, without doubt, had been contracted by the 
sufferers through drinking milk laden with those 
germs. 

I have to thank you for your patient hearing. | 
sincerely trust that with your invaluable aid Ulster 
may soon find herself a model of efficiency in matters 
pertaining to Public Health. 

McCiurE Barry, 


STATEMENT CAPTAIN J. W. 


City VETERINARIAN, REGARDING MREAT. 


BY 


Under existing conditions there is no system or 
standard of meat inspection in Northern Ireland, 
while a few local authorities (e.g., Belfast, Ballymena, 
Newry) have attempted to sateguard the Public 
within their area of administration ; there is neither 
supervision of the slaughter of animals outside these 
areas nor inspection of the meat. Throughout 
Northern Ireland, with the exception of a few isolated 
areas, animals are slaughtered anywhere at the 
discretion of their owner, at any time and place that 
suits his convenience, and there is neither super- 
vision of their slaughter nor inspection of the meat. 
Briefly stated, the situation is this, what is killed is 
eaten. Statistics from the Belfast Corporation Public 
Abattoir, covering the past ten years, suggest that 
approximately 20 per cent. of the cows slaughtered 
in this country are to some degree affected with 
tuberculosis. In very few of the outlying areas is 
there any record of the condemnation of any meat 
as being diseased and unfit for human consumption. 
The assumption that Belfast, Ballymena and Newry 
are the only places in Northern Ireland where diseased 
cattle are slaughtered for human food seems unreason- 
able. That being admitted, the ultimate disposal 
of the carcases and organs of these animals, slaughtered 
where there is no supervision or control, is of prime 
interest to the health of the people of Ulster. 

There is no co-operation between those Sanitary 
Authorities which are endeavouring to carry out 
their obligation for the preservation of the Public 
Health. Portions of meat (roast of beef, steaks, 
etc.) are freely sent out of those areas where there 
is no meat inspection into areas where supervision 
is attempted, and as the satisfactory examination 
(inspection) of such portions is not possible, materially 
increases the difficulties of the Inspector in his 
attempt to prevent unsound meat being sold for 
human food. 

Recommendation :—We respectfully beg to recom- 
mend that the various County Councils should be 
held responsible for the Administration of the Public 
Health Law within their area, and that direction and 
control should be vested in a Ministry of the Govern- 
ment of Northern Ireland. This suggestion, if 
acceptable to the Government of Northern Ireland, 
would ensure uniformity of inspection (standard and 
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system) throughout the Province of Ulster. The 
Scottish Board of Health have recently made definite 
regulations dealing with this matter, a comprehensive 
report of which has been published by their Chief 
Medical Officer of Health (Foods), Colonel Leighton. 


M’ConnELL, M.R.C.V.S., 
MILK. 


Experience of the Administration of the Dairies, 


STATEMENT BY HowarpD 


ARMAGH, REGARDING 


Cowsheds and Milkshops Ireland (Order), 1908, 
suggests that its efficiency could be enormously 


increased by the amendment of several of its most 
important details, which in their present form do not 
facilitate administration (particulars set out here- 
under) : 

Article (1), Section (5) states that: Tt is suggested 
that this article should be amended to read as _fol- 
lows :- A person who carries on the trade of a cow- 
keeper or dairyman for the purpose only of making 
or selling butter or cheese, or both, and who does nct 
carry on the trade of a purveyor of milk shall for 
the purpose of registration. be deemed to be a person 
carrying on the trade of a cowkeeper or dairyman 
and shall be registered. 


Article (2): It is suggested that this article 
should be amended to read as follows :—-Every 


occupier of a dairy wherein any cattle may be kept, 


and which the Medical Officer of Health, Veterinary 
Inspector, Sanitary Sub-Officer, ete., ete. 
Article (6): -It is suggested that the words 


Medical Otficer of Health be deleted, a Veterinary 
Surgeon being peculiarly suited from his training 
and experience to interpret the necessary conditions. 
The foregoing suggested amendments, if accept- 
able to the Government, would materially increase 
efficiency by the allocation of responsibility. In 
conclusion, we beg to direct attention to the very 
inadequate remuneration paid by some Local Authori- 
ties to their Veterinary Inspectors. Their duties 
including continuous inspections of cattle sheds and 
the cattle housed therein throughout Rural Districts, 
where travelling facilities are of necessity limited. 
We are, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servants, 
Capt. J. McCLure Barry, City Veterinarian. 
Howarp M’Conne.t, M.R.C.V.S., Armagh. 
W. F. M’Connettz, M.R.C.V.S., Strabane. 
H. (. I. Ketiy, M.R.C.V.S., Portadown. 
J. H. M’Crea, M.R.C.V.S., Londonderry. 
J. Ewrne Jounston, President, Belfast. 
A. Monro, F.R.C.V.S., Belfast. 
S. R. THompson, M.R.C.V.S., Belfast. 


The Ministers assured the deputation that their 
views would receive careful consideration. 








The veterinary officer for Derbyshire, at a meeting of 
the Derby F.U., urged that farmers should impress upon 
the Ministry the importance of including Johne’s disease 
among scheduled diseases. Otherwise they would find 
in their time that it would become even more destructive 


than tuberculosis. 
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Observations on One Thousand Avian Autopsies.* 





In the course of his paper, the author says :— 

“In 1920 there was established at Petaluma by the 
Agricultural Experiment Station of the University of 
California, an Avian Pathology Laboratory. The 
magnitude of the poultry industry in this district 
afforded a splendid opportunity to study the diseases 
of fowls. 

“The paramount purpose of the work was to inves- 
tigate certain prevalent diseases already existent and 
others that might occur, and also to afford pouliry- 
men in that district diagnosis service. The accumu- 
lation of certain data as they were noted in post- 
mortem examinations was one result obtained. The 
material considered herein istaken from one thousand 
autopsies, covering quite uniformly all seasons of 
the year. Due to the fact that chicks are brooded 
during each month, there is no one season when the 
mortality rate of flocks is much higher than at others. 
However, it is noted that there is an increase in 
mortality of growing stock during the heavy brooding 
season, namely, from February to May. These 
observations are not from any one consecutive thou- 
sand but selected to make this data representative. 

“ Between 85 per cent. and 90 per cent. of these 
autopsies were made in the laboratory, the others 
being performed in the field. All laboratory examina- 
tions included routine examination of blood smears 
and cultures from the heart’s blood, liver, and, in 
some cases, spleen, ovaries and other tissues, unless 
the cause of death was evident and definitely shown 
not to be the result of bacterial infection. Blood 
smears were allowed to dry in air, fixed in methyl 
alcohol and stained with Loeffler’s methylene-blue. 
The culture media used were 10 per cent. fresh blood 
agar, boullion, and five of the differentiating sugars, 
viz., dextrose, lactose, saccharose, mannite and 
maltose. 

“ All birds were examined as soon after death as 
possible, most of them having been dead from a few 
hours to a day. Of the 1,000 examined, 874 were 
already dead and 126 were killed. The latter showed 
definite symptoms. of disease or were in a general 
unthrifty condition. 

TABLE I, ' 
Dead. Killed. Total. 


No. Disease. 
1 Coccidiosis _ 83 lo =. 93 
2 Contagious epithelioma 16 I 20 
3 Diseases of young chicks 59 1] 70 
4 Diseases of digestive system 43 6 19 
5 Diseases of egg-producing 
organs ove .. BOT 5 4102 
6 Diseases of respiratory system 8 8 16 
7 Extreme emaciation 27 12 39 
8 Internal parasites 15 19 = 34 
9 Leg weakness 0 6 6 
10 Miscellaneous 42 2 44 
11 Nephritis _ 49 9 58 
12 Nutritional disease ... Qu Ib 35 
13 Peritonitis 21 6 27 





*C. D. Carpenter in the July issue of the Cornell Veterinarian. 





| of this condition were chiefly lack of exercise, too 


No. Disease. Dead. Killed. Total. 
14 Suspected poisoning 19 0 19 
15 Tuberculosis ie 25 1 26 
16 Tumours 22 2 24 
17 Undetermined 28 10 38 
Totals . 874 126 =1,000 


More than 99 per cent. of the total were White 
Leghorns. 

“In a majority of the cases of coccidiosis, a macro- 
scopic examination, revealing somewhat enlarged 
ceca containing blood or blood-stained feces was 
sufficient for a definite diagnosis, although fresh 
unstained smears from the ceca or intestines were 
always made. Ina few instances, the causative agent, 
Eimeria avium, was found in smears taken from 
scrapings of the duodenal mucosa when it was not 
discovered in the ceca. Most of the birds were from 
six to ten weeks old, six were less than four weeks of 
age, and, in one of eight months, coccidia were found 
in large numbers. 

“Tt is noted that contagious epithelioma, while it 
is one of the more prevalent diseases, represenis but 
2 per cent. of the total. This is due chiefly to two 
reasons: first, that most poultrymen recognise this 
disease, and but few birds affected were brought to 
the laboratory, and, secondly, that autopsy is not 
necessary for a diagnosis. The immediate causes of 
death in most instances were the diphthritic lesions 
on the mucosa of the mouth and pharynx, and similar 
lesions which sometimes occluded the opening of the 
trachea. 

“The diseases of the digestive system included 
choke, impaction of crop, hyperirophy of the proven- 
triculus, impaction of the gizzard, enteritis, s:rangu- 
lated intestine, intestinal obstruction, invaginated 
intestine, vent injuries, hypertrophy of the liver, and 
stenosis of the common bile duct. 

“ The cases of choke were found at a ranch where 
the birds had access at all times to a dry mash and an 
automatic water supply. The latter failing, the owner 
found eighteen dead fowls at the trough. 

Five of the 16 birds having diseases of the respira- 
tory tract died from pneumonia. The remaining 11 
were killed, and post-mortem examination revealed 
seven with simple rhinitis with a mucous discharge, 
three cases of roup, and in one the cleft in the roof 
of the mouth was filled with a caseous mass, in the 
centre of which was a grain of barley. 

Referring to the cases of extreme emaciation, 39 
mature birds showed no definite lesions. In most 
instances they were found dead without having shown 
any noticeable symptoms. They were, however, 
very light, weighing from one to two and a half 
pounds. Smears and cultures were negative. 

“ The 34 cases of intestinal parasites were divided 
as follows:—Round worms, 31; tapeworms, 2; 
air sac mites, 1. Three of the six cases of leg weakness 
were in chicks less than four weeks old and three over 
four weeks old but less than three months. Causes 
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concentrated a mash, insufficient amount of mineral 
matter, and scarcity of succulent greens. In one 
instance leg weakness and coccidiosis were present 
at the same time. The giving of precipitated calcium 
phosphate in the mash apparently corrected the leg 
weakness in a few days. The birds were slower in 
recovering from the coccidiosis; it being two weeks 
before the condition was controlled by thorough 
’ disinfection, daily changing of litter and feeding 
liberal quantities of buttermilk together with reducing 
the mash. 

“ Diseases comprising ‘ miscellaneous ’ were heemor- 
rhage, cedema of the wattles, severe congestion through- 
out all the internal organs with an absence of other 
noticeable lesions, pericarditis and myocarditis, com- 
pensatory hypertrophy of the kidney and incorrect 
vaccination. 

“Examined birds affected with cedema of the 
wattles were males less than a year old and were all 
from one breeding farm. For a number of years 
this poultryman has had considerable difficulty with 
this condition which, when allowed to go untreated, 
proved fatal in over 75 per cent. of the cases. Examin- 
ations usually showed a slight injury on the surface 
of the wattle, through which, it is thought, infection 
entered. ‘Cropping’ of the wattles if done soon 
enough generally resulted in recovery. The cut 
surfaces were painted with either tincture of iron or 
iodine. At one time the infection became so serious 
that the wattles of healthy males were cut off as a 
preventive measure. But few hens were affected, 
and these recovered without this surgical intervention. 

“In the case of compensatory hypertrophy, there 
was no trace of the left kidney; still the ureter on 
this side was greatly enlarged. The right kidney 
was more than twice the normal size with a corres- 
ponding increase in the size of its ureter. Referring 
to the incorrect vaccination, death resulted from the 
injection of the vaccine into the breast muscle instead 
of subcutaneously. 

“ Fifty-eight birds, over half of which were dead, 
showed a severe nephritis as the only lesion; eight 
of these were young chicks, four were from one to 
three months old, 42 were from three months to twelve 
months old, and four were over one year old. It will 
be noted that 72°4 per cent. were in their first laying 
season. It is thought possible that the chief reason 
for the above condition was due to excessive feeding 
on the part of many poultrymen to stimulate rapid. 
growth. 

“Lesions of nutritional disease resembling roup 
were found in 35 birds. Their ages ran as follows :— 
Two were under three months of age, 15 were from 
three months to one year old, and 18 were over one 


year old. More than half of the total were observed | 


in a project pertaining to the control of this disease 
by the feeding of plenty of succulent green food. 
Three affected flocks of laying stock, totalling 3,050, 
and four flocks of pullets, 2,100 in number, were 
examined individually. The history was the same 
in each case, namely, that there had been a scarcity 
or total lack of greens in the ration for a previous 
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period of from two weeks to two months. Lesions 


characteristic of the disease were found in 16°2 per 
cent. of the hens and 13°5 per cent. of the pullets. 
After green food was supplied in abundance for a 
period of three weeks, the birds were again examined. 
The percentage still affected in the cass of the mature 
birds was 4°5, while that of the pullets was 5-4. A 
yellowish-white pustule-like lesion in the pharynx 
and cesophagus was by far the most common finding. 
In a few cases, these pustules were also seen in the 
crop in large numbers, while the cesophagus was 
entirely studded with them. Other symptoms were a 
white caseous mass in one or both eyes, a viscid 
flocculent discharge from the nostrils, as well as 
emaciation and weakness which was marked in severe 
cases. In some instances, the death rate was as high 
as one per cent. of the flock perday. This nutritional 
disease was present in a noticeable degree in the 
Petaluma district only during periods when green 
food was scarce. From November Ist, 1920, to 
June 3rd, 1921, not a single bird showing this disease 
was brought to the laboratory. 

Of the 27 cases of peritonitis, six, or 22 per cent., 
were accompanied by a large amount of sero-fibrinous 
exudate in the peritoneal cavity. Five of these 
birds were killed and one died. It is possible that of 
the remaining 21 this condition may have been the 
result of a ruptured ovum, although no definite 
traces of it could be found. 

“* Tuberculosis was found in 26 hens, none of which 
were less than fifteen months of age. With the 
exception of two, these birds were from one ranch. 
Two intradermal tests six months apart were given 
this flock. There were 103, or 13°6 per cent., reactors 
at the first test, and these were disposed of immediately. 
The next test found 12°4 per cent. reactors. In the 
meantime, the birds had been kept on new ground, 
although they had had occasional access to the old 
yard and manure pile. The house was cleaned, but 
not disinfected. These factors greatly influenced 
the interpretation of the results of the second test ; 
still from this it is evident that little progress can be 
made in eradicating avian tuberculosis by merely 
testing and disposing of the reactors. During a 
period of nearly two years, tuberculosis was recognised 
in but two flocks in the county. 

‘No attempt was made to classify tumours. In 
11, or 45°8 per cent., of the 24, tumours were found 
in more than one organ. In the remaining, one organ 
only was involved as follows :—Liver, 3; ovary, 3; 
mesentery, 3; gizzard, 2; kidney, 1; and in one 
fowl a tumour-like growth was seen at the base of the 





heart with involvement of the left auricle. 

‘* In 38 birds, 28 of which were dead and the remain- 
der killed, no cause for their condition was determined. 
Bacterial examinaiion was negative throughout. 
Three of the 28 were so badly decomposed that no 
accurate diagnosis was possible.” 














Mr. Joun Panton, M.R.C.V.S., Blair Atholl, who died 





on May 28th, aged 85 years, left personal estate valued 
at £7,644 15s. Id. 
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Anthrax Disinfection in America. 


SuGGESTED New METHOD. 


As a result of an investigation in the Laboratory of 
Hygiene of the University of Pennsylvania into a suggested 
new method for the disinfection of hides and skins for 
anthrax, some interesting conclusions, says the Yorkshire 
Post, have been reached by Mr. Henry Field Smyth, 
M.D., Dr.P.H. (Assistant Professor of Industrial Hygiene, 
School of Public Health of the University), and Mr. Edwin 
Frederic Pike, B.S., in Ch.E., M.S. (Instructor in Chemistry 
at the University). In their report the investigators 
state that it has become increasingly evident that existing 
methods of disinfection of skins and hides for anthrax 
are far from satisfactory. They are either unreliable 
and uncertain in action, harmful to the skins, too time- 


consuming, or too expensive. 


The four methods of anthrax disinfection at present in 
use are: (1) a 12-hour soak in a suspension of 15 pounds 
of burnt lime or of hydrated lime per 100 gallons of water ; 
(2) a 24-hour soak in 1-1000 mercuric chloride; (3) a 
24-hour soak in 3 per cent. hydrochloric acid in 10 per 
cent. sodium chloride solution (the so-called Schattenfroh 
method), and (4) a 24-hour soak in one per cent. formic 
acid in 1-1000 mercuric chloride solution (the Seymour- 
Jones method). 

The conclusions arrived at as «a result of the investi- 
gations prove (1) the absolute efficacy of iodine as a 
disinfectant for anthrax, and (2) the possibility of the use 
of iodine in the tanning industry without the slightest 
injury to the hides, the two methods of application being 
vapour disinfection and (a) wet disinfection employing 
water as a solvent and (b) wet disinfection employing 
an easily volatile solvent, as CCl4 or a CC14 light hydro- 


carbon mixture. 


Walsall Practitioner's Affairs. 

Reference to the possibility of litigation respecting a 
partnership agreement entered into with his late brother 
was made at the public examination, in the Walsall 
Bankruptcy Court, recently, of Albert Edward Paley, 
veterinary surgeon, of | Marsh Street, Walsall. ‘The 
statement of affairs showed a surplus of £201 19s. 10d., 
the liabilities expected to rank for dividend being £1,338 


lés. Id., and the assets £1,540 15s. Lid. 

Examined by the Official Receiver, debtor stated 
that he became assistant, 37 years ago, to the 
late Mr. Edward Meeke, veterinary surgeon, of 
Marsh Street, who died almost immediately after his 
arrival. For a time he managed the business for the 


widow, whom he later married. Afterwards he was in 
partnership with Mr. Kitchen, and when the partnership 
was dissolved in 1905 he paid Mr. Kitchen £1,800. He 
then took into partnership his brother, Robert William 
Paley, who died in 1902. The partnerhsip agreement 
had provided that if either died the partnership should 
be forthwith determined and that the survivor should 


have the option of giving notice, in writing, within fourteen 





days, of his intention to purchase the share of the deceased. 
Debtor said he did not take the action provided for, and 
asked why he did not do so, said he had promised his 
brother, during his serious illness, that he would do all he 
possibly could for his widow and family. He therefore 
let things go on in just the same way as they had been 
going on. As a matter of fact, he did not know where the 
partnership agreement was, and foolishly he did nothing. 


In an interview which he had with Mr. Cooper (solicitor) 
and Mrs. R. W. Paley, he believed he told Mr. Cooper 
that he would let things go on as before as long as they were 
satisfactory and if Mrs. Paley and the family conducted 
themselves properly he was prepared to do all he could to 
assist them. He agreed that Mrs. Paley should sign 
cheques with him as she did during his brother’s absence 
in the war. His brother’s death was due to what he 
contracted on war service abroad, but so far as he knew 
the widow had never received any pension. 

Subsequently, accounts were prepared, and these 
showed that if the clause of the agreement had been acted 
upon the amount which would have been paid to his 
sister-inlaw was £1,269, but as a matter of fact he had 
paid her £1,777 7s. 2d. He calculated that she was now 


indebted to him for the sum of £436. 


Asked whether he admitted or denied that Mrs. Paley 
was a partner, debtor said he did not see how she possibly 
The examination was adjourned.—-Walsall 


could be. 


Observer. 


Centenary Fund Matinee. 

For the purpose of assisting the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College Centenary Celebration Fellowship Fund, a_per- 
formance of the well-known society play, * A Buttertly 
on the Wheel,” was recently given in the Empire Theatre, 
Edinburgh, before a large audience. The play 
presented by Mrs. Arthur J. Queen, who also played the 
The cast included many names 


was 


role of Peggy Admaston. 
well known in amateur dramatic circles, while members 
of the staff and a number of students of the College also 
lent their assistance. The performance was very success - 
fully 
numerous exacting dramatic passages, particularly in the 


carried through, the principals interpreting the 


divorce court scene, with fine understanding and effect. 


At an interval in the programme Lord Provost Sleigh 
addressed the audience. On this, his first public appear- 
ance since his election as Lord Provost of the Capital of 
Scotland, he said he might be permitted to say how much 
he appreciated the high honour the City had bestowed 


on him. He was particularly pleased that his first 
appearance should be on behalf of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College. (Applause.) ‘The College deserved 


well of the citizens. It had always been closely allied 


with the Town Council. This was the centenary year 
of the College, and it was the desire of 
authorities to commemorate that by instituting a Chair 
of Research. That was a very desirable object, and he 
was glad that Mrs. Arthur Queen, with the other members 
of the company, had arranged that delightful performance 
in aid of the fund that the College was trying to promote 


with the object of instituting that Chair. (Applause.) 
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THE SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS. 


It was a large and representative gathering which 
met in Birmingham recently to witness a demon- 
stration of the different methods of slaughtering 
animals for purposes of food. Curiously enough, 
the meat trade did not form a majority of those 
present, for, although the demonstration was arranged 
by the Federation of Meat Traders’ Associations in 
co-operation with the Corporation of Birmingham, 
the greater number of representatives were medical 
officers of health, members of health and sanitary 
committees, inspectors, councillors, — veterinary 
surgeons, and representatives of societies whose object 
is the promotion of humane slaughter. 
ments were excellent and the organisation left nothing 
to be desired. Every inducement was given towards 
each individual making 
observations, and forming his own opinion as to the 
best method used, on the grounds of humanity, 
science and commercial value. <A committee of 
experts will make a report upon the condition of 
each carcase, and consequently the value of each 
method. 

It was a repulsive demonstration to witness, but we 
have no doubt that great good will result from it, 
and we congratulate the organisers on taking such | 
a progressive step. It will be remembered that last 
year the National V.M.A. urged upon the Ministry 
of Health the desirability of instituting just such an 
enquiry into the best methods of slaughter, and that | 
that request was endorsed and even more strongly 
pressed by meat traders and bacon curers themselves. 
Moreover, when the original resolution on the subject 
was passed by the Central Division (N.V.M.A.), 
Captain Fairholme, of the R.S.P.C.A., who was 
present at the meeting, spoke in support. Since the 
Ministry, however, have refused to take any action, | 
and since the R.S.P.C.A. seems to have changed | 
its attitude towards the subject, it was wise and proper 
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that this demonstration should be held and organised 
in such a manner as to be able to influence public 
opinion effectually. 

Fifty-two animals were slaughtered by different 
methods. We think we shall be expressing the view 
of numbers of spectators when we say that, so far as 
the actual killing is concerned, there is little or nothing 
between the old methods and the new. Each 
skilfully used is quite effective and humane, especially 
as regards the larger animals. With pigs, we think 
the balance is decidedly in favour of the older method 
of sticking from the point of view of safety, and also 
largely owing to the uncertain interval which must 
elapse between the time the pig is struck and the time 
it is bled, for we take it that really efficient bleeding 
is particularly essential with pigs intended for pork, 
and even more so with those intended for curing. 

We consider the most efficient method practically 
and physiologically to be the Jewish method, and 
though to the uninformed it appears cruel, we see no 
cruelty at all in the actual killing. There is no 
doubt at all as to the superior quality of the meat. 

This demonstration showed vividly, however, two 
facts which it would be well to note, although no 
doubt the promoters had not them in mind when they 
made these arrangements. The first fact is that there 
' is a vast improvement needed in the method of 
handling the animals immediately prior to death. 
We have stated that we saw no cruelty in any of the 
methods of killing, but we think that the methods 
previous to killing are primitive, lacking in humanity, 
and unsuited to the enlightened and more highly- 
civilised society of to-day. We do not blame the 
slaughtermen ; we can only wonder that men following 
such a trade have any sentiment at all. Possibly 
they think that with only half a minute or so more to 
live, a little more or less of suffering or fright counts 
for nothing. Possibly some, and especially those 
who were out in the war, would ask no better for 
themselves, but with time and patience they may be 
persuaded to another view. The tying up of bullocks, 
and particularly the long process of casting in the 
Jewish method is horrible.,and it is for the meat 
traders to set to work to improve matters. 

The other fact which seems to be frequently 
lost sight of is the futility of pithing. The butcher 
requires the animal to bleed freely and fast and 
completely if he is to get the best kind of meat. In 
pithing an animal he defeats his own object’ by 
stopping the reflex, which is most valuable from a 
commercial point of view. Pithing is not necessary 
to cause death or to destroy sensation ; the stunning 
(when struck or shot) is sufficient for that, and rapid 
bleeding does all else that is required. The argument 
or excuse for pithing is that the reflex movements are 
often violent and dangerous to the men, and that 
in the slaughterhouses, and particularly private 
slaughterhouses, there is insufficient space to render 
the retention of reflex movements desirable. Without 
pithing, the “humane” method or the poleaxe 
(Continued at foot of next page, first column.) 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contribations to this column of reports of interesting cases. 





imperforate Vagina. 


By W. E. Biackwe tt, M.R.C.V.S., Towcester. 


9 


I have seen three cases of “ Imperforate Vagina ’ 
in heifers during the past eighteen months. The 
first two, herewith recorded, were on the same farm, 
and the close relationship between them suggests 
that this disease might be hereditary. They were: 
(1) Both pedigree Shorthorns ; (2) By the same bull, 
but not out of the same cow ; (3) Both were two years 
and three months old when I examined them; (4) 
Both were in excellent condition, feeding, etc., 
normally, but were noticed to “cock the tail” and 
strain occasionally. 

I cannot find any mention of “‘ Imperforate Vagina” 
in either of Williams’s textbooks—Medicine and 
Surgery--but Moussu and Dollar give a very good 
description of it in their book on Diseases of Cattle, 
Sheep and Swine. Case No. 1 occurred in November, 
1922, and Case No. 2, almost exactly twelve months 
afterwards, 

Case 1. The owner informed me that this heifer 
had recently been served by the bull, but after 
examining her per vaginam, it was difficult to imagine 
how that could have happened. The owner said 
he did not observe anything unusual about the 
service. The passage was almost completely imper- 
forate, with what appeared to be granulating tissue, 
and a very offensive muco-purulent discharge. 
This would probably be the accumulated result of 
the injury brought about by coition. I advised the 
owner to have the heifer slaughtered at once, and 
this advice was carried out. 

Case 2. This heifer had a slight mucoid discharge. 
She had not been served, but had been noticed 
several times to be “in cestrum.”” There was nothing 
discoverable in this case beyond the imperfect 


(Continued f-om vrevious page.) 

method would more closely approximate the Jewish 
in value. We think that, if the slaughterhouses 
are unsuitable, it is more rational to improve them 
so that the more perfect method of bleeding should 
become feasible. We repeat that we see little to 
quarrel about in the method of killing the animal, 
but we think that much more benefit would accrue 
in the first place to the animals and in the second place 
to the public if the same energy and attention were 
paid to the two points to which we have alluded. 

Lack of space prevents our writing more fully 
on the subject, but we must make a final comment. 
At Birmingham, as at any of our large municipal 
slaughterhouses, we saw things at their best; we 
would like to draw public attention to less fort unate 
districts. Is it not time that something were done 
to improve matters in the small country towns and 
villages? If the R.S.P.C.A. would seriously take 
up the cause of these animals, it would be doing 
good work. 














closure of the vaginal passage by what was probably 
a congenital formation. This heifer was a particu- 
larly nice one, which the owner valued at £63. She 
will probably make £18 or £20 in the market now, 
for beef. 

Case 3. White heifer, twenty months old. The 
owner said she had been served by the bull four days 
previously, and that nothing unusual was noticed 
except a slight bleeding afterwards. Here again the 
appetite, condition, etc., were normal. However 
coition could have occurred I was at a loss to under- 
stand. The vaginal passage was almost completely 
closed by granulating tissue, and muco-purulent 
offensive discharge, exactly as in Case No. 1. This 
heifer died within 48 hours of my seeing her. One 
does not suspect the presence of ‘“ Imperforate 
Vagina” as a congenital defect in heifer calves that 
are, to all appearances, perfectly healthy. Its 
presence causes no symptoms during early life and 
before the period of puberty brings the generative 
functions into activity. If this disease is hereditary, 
then examination in early life would seem a practical 
procedure, because in two of the three cases herewith 
recorded, the loss to the owner was complete, owing 
to the septic conditions which existed. 


Rupture of the Diaphragm during Service ? 





By W. G. Buiackwe tt, M.R.C.V.S., Exmouth. 

On November 2nd, I was called to see a cow stated 
to have congestion of the lungs. 

Symptoms.—I found a four-year-old cow blowing 
to an extraordinary degree, but its appearance was 
not a distressed one as in pneumonia. To my sur- 
prise, the temperature was 102° F.; she would feed 
well and gave down her milk. However, I applied 
mustard to her sides, rugged her up and gave ammon- 
carb. in gruel. On the tollowing day her breathing 
was worse, and on November 4th she died, after 
showing considerable distress. 

Post-mortem revealed a certain amount of pneu- 
monia, a few patches of peritonitis and a small hole 
in the left side of diaphragm, through which a 
small lobe of one left lung had passed and was com- 
pressed between the rumen and the diaphragm. 

I am inclined to think that the rupture may have 
occurred when the cow was served ten days previous 
to the illness, 

Other practitioners’ experiences of rupture of the 
diaphragm would be interesting, as it used to be held 
in London that the rupture was produced post- 
mortem, and had nothing to do with more or less 
sudden deaths that occurred and in which this 
condition was present. 











(Continued from page 871.) 
abroad, and of the special restrictions imposed during 
the year by the Ministry in connection with the 
epidemic of foot-and-mouth disease. 

The report is being published by His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office for the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. Price 3s, 6d. net (postage extra). 
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‘Abstract. 


Chief Veterinary Officer’s Report, 1922. 


The annual report of Sir Stewart Stockman, 
the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture for 1922, is now available. 

This report is of special interest in that it contains 
an account of the most widespread outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease amongst animals which has been 
experienced in this country since 1884. The outbreak 
commenced in January, 1922, at Hull and Newcastle, 
and spread in the course of six months to 1,125 
premises in 30 counties in England, one in Wales and 
13 in Scotland. The report describes the reasons 
for its spread and the measures taken to deal with it. 
Interesting charts are included showing the progress 
of the disease and the chain of infection of markets 
in January to which the spread of the disease was 
mainly attributable. The cost to the Exchequer 
involved in the suppression of the outbreak is stated to 
be roughly three-quarters of a million, and the total 
amount of all losses direct and indirect due to the 
outbreak is estimated at one-and-a-quarter million 
pounds. 

The report also includes a résumé of the general 
conclusions of the Departmental Committee appointed 
under the chairmanship of the Right Hon. E. G. 
Pretyman, M.P., to enquire into the origin and circum- 
stances of the outbreak and the policy and procedure 
pursued in connection therewith, and to report 
whether any alteration of the methods of adminis- 
trative control or of the existing law is necessary 
or desirable. 

As regards other animal diseases. the report shows 
that continued progress is being made towards the 
eradication of glanders, that there was an appreciable 
decrease in the number of outbreaks of sheep scab, 
and that only half the number of cases of parasitic 
mange in horses occurred during 1922 as compared with 
the previous year. On the other hand, outbreaks of 
swine fever and anthrax showed an increase. 

The second part of the report is occupied by an 
account of the measures taken to prevent the intro- 
duction of disease from abroad, and to protect 
animals from avoidable suffering in transit by land 
and sea, notably in connection with the exportation 
of horses to the continent. It includes an interesting 
record of the events of the year leading up to the 
passing of the Importation of Animals Act of December, 
1922, which permitted the importation of Canadian 
store cattle. 

The report concludes with a record of the animals 
dealt with at the Government Cattle Testing Station, 
Pirbright, before export, and of the diagnostic work 
done at the Veterinary Laboratory, New Haw, 
Weybridge. 

The appendix to the report, which contains the 
usual annual statistics of animal diseases and animals 
exported and imported, also includes summaries of the 
Orders of the Ministry existing in 1922 to prevent 
the introduction of disease into Great Britain from 

(Continued on previous column. ) 





Divisional Reports. 





Yorkshire Division.* 


The spring meeting of this division was held at 
the Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on Friday, April 27th, 
1923. The President, Colonel H. G. Bowers, occupied 
the chair. 

The following members signed the register :— 
Messrs. E. Child, G. E. Bowman, G. ©. Barber, 8. 
Wharam, all of Leeds; H. Pollard, Waketield ; 
Alex. H. Gentle, Otley ; F. B. Greer and A. H. Watson, 
Bradford; M. Robinson, C. 8S. Smith and J. A. 
Hodgman, Barnsley; F. C. Scott, Pontefract; A. 
Ellison and W. Edmondson, Harrogate ; 8. Chambers, 
Kirkheaton ; J. W. Lazenby, Tadcaster ; J. McKinna, 
Huddersfield; W. A. Campbell, Boroughbridge ; 
T. C. Hall, Knaresborough ; 8. B. Urne, Settle; and 
the Secretary 

Apologies for inability to attend were read from 
Messrs. A. McCormick, treasurer, A. W. N. Pillers, 
Liverpool; G. W. Carter, Keighley; H. W. Good, 
Scarborough, and W. R. McKinna, Huddersfield. 

A letter from Mr. G. H. Livesey, the Acting General 
Secretary of the N.V.M.A., was read, urging those 
members 0. the Yorkshire Society who had not yet 
joined the National to do so, and also stating his 
difticulties and his ambitions regarding the Record, 
and pointing oué that the National may now be said 
to be the “ real representative body ” of the profession, 
apart, of course, from its governing body. 

Royal (Dwk) Centenary.—It was agreed that a 
subs ription of £10 10s. be given to thi. fund, and that 
the President (Colonel Bowes), the treasurer and 
secretary, act as delegates to the Celebrations. 

‘Lhe whole Council was elected as a local committee. 
The Secretary reminded the members of the bazaar 
which was to be held in connection with the fund, and 
at which it was hoped a great sum might be realised. 

A donation of £2 2s. each was voted to the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Defence Society and to 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Society. 

The President, or his nominee, was elected as 
delegate to the meeting’of the Sanitary Institute 
in Hull. 

Amalgamation of Socreties for sending an Election 
Circular.—Colonel Bowes proposed and Mr. PoLLarpD 
seconded: ‘‘ That we amalgamate with the other 
societies as set out in the letter received from the 
Secretary of the Lancashire Division.” The consider- 
ation of the “ Field Distemper Fund” was leit over 
to the next meeting. 

Election of New Members.—Messrs. Alex. Mc 
Cormick (Leeds) and O. 8S. Smith (Barnsley) were 
elected memters of the Society on the proposition 
of Colonel Bowes, seconded by Mr. M. Rosinson. 


Notes ON INTERESTING CASES. 


Mr. G. E. Bowman mentioned the case of a v | 
valuable hunter, which was galloping, became bogg 





* This report. was ‘received on November 10¢h. 
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fell and injured himself very severely on March 12th. 
Mr. Wharam was hunting the same day and directed 
matters, getting him on to his feet. The animal was 
taken home the following morning. He was still 
alive but looked of no further use, as he was suffering 
from a congested brain and spinal injury, and was 
partially paralysed forward as well as behind. 

Mr. WHARAM, in describing the accident, said the 
horse turned a somersault, and laid with his head on 
the bank of a drain, the rider being pitched on his 
face. The horse had sensation, but a lack of co- 
ordination. He was taken to an adjoining farm, and, 
though very unsteady, next day was feeding fairly 
well. He was walked home two miles and he had 
not seen the horse since. 

Mr. Rosinson quoted a case of an accident at which 
the cart backband broke, the horse being thrown down. 
He was worked next day, and advice was sought 
two days later. The animal then could not use his 
near foreleg or get his head below the level of the 
manger. He continued in this condition for seven 
weeks and made a good recovery. 

Mr. ©. CuiLp recounted an outbreak amongst 
donkeys. in Egypt, characterised by an excessive 
amount ot tears, which ran down the face and scalded 
the skin. The donkeys rubbed their faces against 
their knees, causing ulceration of the skin of the face. 
They responded to treatment very badly until the 
lachrymal duct was syringed with a lotion of sulpho- 
carbolate of zinc, 2-4 grs. to the ounce. when they 
soon recovered. 

Mr. F. C. Scorr presented the following cases : 

Partial Twist.--On December 5th, 1922, a bay 
mare, 10-12 years old, had become unthrifty. Her 
coat was harsh and she had a precarious appetite, 
and was too sluggish to work. This condition con- 
tinued with slight alterations to the end of February, 
1923. Her temperature varied from normal to 
103° F. At the beginning of March she was obviously 
weaker, but still maintained moderate bodily condition, 
her mucous membranes showed a normal coloration 
throughout ; her feces also were normal in quality. 
On March 12th her temperature was 105° F. Sweating 
was present, and lameness on a fore limb. The 
mare was getting weaker on her hind limbs. On 
March 16th the lameness had almost disappeared 
(in December 1922, the mare had been lame at separate 
times on each hind limb, the lamenesses disappearing 
in three days spontaneously). March 29th the 
unsteadiness of the hind limbs was more marked, 
although the mare was eating well. On the 31st 
death ensued. 

Post-mortem. One foot of bowel (the pelvic 
flexure) showed discoloration and thickening. On 
closer examination, the flexure had taken quarter 
turn from left to right, and apparently had become 
lixed in that position. The bowel coats were quite 
one inch in thickness here, and the lumen of the bowel 
at the two points of stricture, although quite narrow, 
admitted the ingress and egress of ingesta; the 
ingesta in the part was normal, and there was no 
necrosis of the bowel wall--the thickened bowel 
walls were hemorrhagic from venous congestion, 
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and seemed organised, as though nature were making 
an attempt at repair. The liver was friable. The 
heart showed valvular thickenings on the lett side, 
which had not been severe snough to cause a_ heart 
sound. It would seem feasible to conclude from 
post-mortem findings that the cause of the symptoms 
was due to toxemia irom impeded blood supply 
to the flexure. 

The condition was virtually one of partial twist, 
and to his mind three points were noteworthy : 
(1) Its prolonged course-four months; (2) the 
absence of observable pain: (3) the normality 
ot the feces. 

A Castration Experience.—May 4th.—A_ yearling 
colt was thrown with ease; there was a minimum of 
struggling under restraint, and he was castrated 
by the clamp and cautery method. On rising he 
micturated, but instead of urine there was blood. 
Occasionally during the next two hours the same 
occurred again, but fortunately the hemorrhage was 
stayed, and the colt, improving rapidly, from being 
the poorest of three at the time of operation, became 
at the end of three weeks the best conditioned. 
May 27th.—He was found fastened in some barbed 
wire fencing,down and struggling, profuse hemorrhage 
taking place trom the severed plantar vessels. Death 
ensued. 

A post-mortem was held to view the site of the 
hemorrhage at the time of castration; the traces 
of this were to be found in the cortex of one kidney. 
and it was indicated by a cavity containing shed 
blood, very dark in colour, undergoing absorption 
and organisation. 

Incidentally, this colt had a 
as a foal. 

Rupture of Gastrocnemus Tendon in a Cow.-—-On 
March 24th the cow was noticed Jame. On the 29th 
the lameness was more marked, with painful swelling 
of one hock, extending along the tendon to the lower 
part of the gastrocnemius muscle. The other hock, 
though little swollen, was tender to the touch. She 
was not lame on this leg. The conditions of both 
parts became aggravated in spite of treatment, 
and on April 2nd, in an attempt to rise, the point of 
the hock of the limb first injured projected through 
the skin, the two severed ends of the tendon being 
visible and seemingly necrotic. The other hock was 
taking a similar course, and had the cow not been 
slaughtered, a few days would have sufficed for the 
second tendon to have given way. 

On minute examination upon the earlier dates, 
no abrasions of the skin were found to allow of the 
entrance of infection. As the cow was looked after 
by the owner’s family, violence inflicted by the 
attendant seems out of the question. 

Colonel Bowes remarked that the first case quoted 
by Mr. Scott was very interesting, especially in town 
practice, where there were so many cases of stoppage 
and partial twist, accompanied by sub-acute pain. 

Mr. Bowman and Mr. WHARAM mentioned cases 
of soft calculi in ex-army horses, Mr. Bowman's 
case living 28 days without passing anything. Other 
members assisted in the discussion, all joining in 


“ pervious urachus ” 
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thanking Mr. Scott for his interesting contribution. 
In reply, Mr. Scott said the hemorrhage case was 
probably caused by casting. 

Colonel Bowers recorded a case of a horse which, 
for several years, had repeated attacks of colic, 
eventually dying. On post-mortem examination it 
was found that immediately in front of the ileo-cecal 
valve there was much dilation, and cartilage was 
present in the intestinal wall. This condition was 
probably caused by semi-closing of the ileo-czxcal 
valve. 

Mr. Wuaram said he had a case fairly similar, 
the post-mortem being made by Mr. G. C. Barber, 
who said the animal had sub-acute colic for four days, 
showing no improvement. There was no stoppage, 
the fxces being soft. His appetite was wonderful 
considering his condition, as he consumed two bundles 
of clover hay daily. The post-mortem examination 
revealed an abscess near the ileo-cxecal valve. 

Mr. CHAMBERS mentioned trouble he had with 
degeneration of tissues in the hocks of cattle. Mr. 
PoLLARD said he found these cases fairly frequent in 
fat cattle, coming long distances by train to Wakefield 
Market. 

Mr. Greer, speaking of hemorrhage, said one dog 
chasing another hit a lamp post, and as a result 
passed almost half-a-pint of blood, but, strangely 
enough, he appeared quite normal the next day. 

Mr. WuaARAM communicated cases of needle 
extraction in a cow, a cat, and a dog. 

Mr. Greer spoke of a dog with a bone in its throat, 
the bone being immovable even with long forceps. 
He operated upon the cesophagus, making an incision 
one and a half inches long, and removed the bone, 
which was the size of a double walnut. The dog 
recovered, 

Mr. McKinna and Mr, CHAMBERS mentioned very 
similar cases. 

Mr. Curip told of a horse, during the time he was 
in Egypt, which would neither eat nor drink, and 
had a very swollen head and neck. The animal was 
slaughtered and found to have a ruptured cesophagus. 
There was no history—he had simply come down the 
lines. 

Mr. C. 8. Smitu showed two interesting photographs. 
The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the chairman. 

J. CLARKSON, 
Hon. cet 


Derbyshire Division.* 


A meeting ot the Desbyshire division = held at 
the Royal Hotel, Derby, on October 9th, 1923. Mr. 
J. ©. Heather presided, and there were - present 
Messrs. A. Levie, H. King, R. 8. White, J. 8. Furness, 
H. Briggs, F. T. Prince, H. McIntyre, Major Bagshaw, 
Capt. O. V. Gunning, and the Secretary (Mr. E. 
Marrison). 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. 


J. -C. DeVille and Mr. H. Fairer. 


*Report seceived on November 10th, 1923. 
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The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 

A letter was read from the President, from Tun- 
bridge Wells, resigning office and thanking the 
members for their kindness during all the time the 
Association had been in existence. He added that 
he had lett Tutbury owing to the health of certain 
members of his family, and because he felt he wanted 
a rest after being in practice for 35 years. 

The resignation was accepted with regret. 

On the motion of Mr. FurnEss, seconded by Mr. 
PRINCE, it was decided that it be left to individual 
members to take action in regard to help for the 
Centenary Fund of the Royal (Dick) College. 

A letter was read from the Performing Animals 
Defence League, asking for the support of the Associa- 
tion for the performing animals Bill. 

On Mr. Furness asking if sufficient powers did 
not already exist to deal with cruelty, Mr. Marrison 
said the R.S.P.C.A. or other powers could take 
action in cases of cruelty. 

Mr. HeaTtHeER said he had had some experience 
of training animals for stage performances, and the 
only cruel. people he had come across were Germans. 
One he knew was very handy with a whip, and in 
training six horses he managed to knock an eye out 
of each of three in a morning. Such acts of cruelty 
could be dealt with, and also acts of cruelty during 
performances. 

Mr. WHITE expressed the opinion that there was 
more cruelty to animals in the slippery state of the 
roads than on all stages. 

Mr. Furness said he did not think it would do 
any harm to support such a mild Bill, as they were 
as anxious as the R.S.P.C.A. to stop cruelty. He 
thought that was particularly so in training for the 
stage, where the acts did no real good except to 
provide a living for a very few people. He moved 
that moral support be given. 

Major BaGsHaw seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 

On the proposition of the CHAIRMAN, seconded 
by Major Bagsnaw, Capt. Gunning was admitted 
to membership. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1924 :-President— 
Mr. J. C. DeVille: Vice-President (to become Presi- 
dent next vear)-Mr. F. T. Prince; Hon. Secretary—- 
Capt. O. V. Gunning; Asszestant Secretary and 
Treasurer -Major Bagshaw; Avuditors—-Messrs. H. 
King and A. Levie: Council—-Messrs. White, Briggs, 
McIntyre, Fairer, Heather and Marrison. 


SPECIMENS. 


On exhibiting two specimens which he said he 
would afterwards forward to the Royal College, Mr. 
HEATHER informed the meeting that they were from 
an animal the R.S.P.C.A. had asked him to examine, 
and were the proximal, median and distal phalanges 
of a gelding 21 years old. The horse was bought 
from a local farmer by a gentleman who wanted it 
for brougham work after a veterinary surgeon had 
passed it. It worked for two years and then went 
lame. After being turned out for six months it 
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started work, and, going lame again, was taken hack 
by the farmer in exchange for another horse. In 
1913 a co-operative society bought him for work in 
a bread van, and after two years, as he went stiff, 
was put in a coal cart to do slower work. He was 
shod with pads, but could not do the work, and was 
sold for work at Chilwell munition factory. At 
the end of the war the horse was sold to a gardener 
to do a little ploughing, and after a season and a half 
of that was sold to a knacker-man to be destroyed. 
He was sold again, however, and, after jobbing 
about, was sent to the station for a load of coal. The 
horse was stopped on account of lameness on the 
road. A policeman found him lame in both legs. 
Mr. Heather said he was then called in, and certified 
that the horse was fit to get about and pick up his 
own living, but was not fit for work even on a farm. 
That was a case of exostosis starting, and the horse 
had never been blistered in his life. The peculiar 
thing about the horse was that he was never nodding 
lame, but when he turned he was noticeably lame 
on both legs. The man was prosecuted for cruelty 
and was fined £5. The trouble probably started 
when the animal was seven years old. He was in 
just the same condition when the co-operative society 
had him as when the prosecution took place. 

Mr. Kina asked if veterinary surgeons were com- 
pelled to attend cases for the R.S.P.C.A. 

The Cuarrman: No one can make you attend 
without subpwna. Of course, if you have a police 
appointment that is a different matter. 


Mr. Levie: There is no law of the land on the point. 
You can refuse a case if you like, but there is the law 





of humanity. 


Mr. Heater gave details of a horse he attended 
at Stanton Ironworks. He said the horse was used 
for drawing ladles of molten metal to the casting 
shop from the top of a lift. The ram of the lift broke, 
throwing six tons of molten metal from the ladle, 
and about two tons went over the animal. This 
happened about 8 a.m., and the horse was walked 
about three-quarters of a mile to the stable. A 
dressing of iodine, lime water and linseed oil was kept 
for emergency dressings in such cases, and the animal 
was dressed before he got there at ten o’clock. The 
date was June 23rd. The hind quarters, both legs, 
ribs up to the flanks, between the hind legs and along 
the body to the front legs had been roasted. The 
first time the emulsion was put on it took half a 
gallon, and a smaller quantity was applied every 
two hours for 24 hours. The next day the animal 
was painted every three hours, and it took less stuff 
to do it. This went on to the 27th, when painting 
was done four times a day. On the 29th the sheath 
and belly started to swell; he therefore scarified the 
sheath and took about two gallons of fluid out. The 
horse fed satisfactorily all the time. On July 5th 
the animal was turned out to grass, and was working 
lightly in the hayfield on the 17th. There was no 





sloughing, except where a piece of metal got between 
the crupper and the skin. To-day the horse was 
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at work with the hair intact. The horse weighed 
about 18 ewt. 

Mr. Levie expressed the opinion that the skin 
could not have been burned. 

Mr. Heatuer replied that the hair came off and 
grew again. He had had dozens of those cases, and 
he found iodine prevented sloughing. The hair 
dropped, but the flesh did not come off with it. 
Major Hobday had been surprised to see the horse. 
Before he used the present preparation he (Mr. 
Heather) used to get a great amount of sloughing, 
and usually had to shoot the animal after the eighth 
day. In the present preparation he used iodine, 
lime water and linseed oil in equal parts; the iodine 
being one in twenty. On the first application after 
a severe burn, it was soaked up like a sponge, but not 
more than a third or fourth the quantity was neces- 
sary on the second or third day. Major Hobday had 
asked for a report on that case to be sent in, but it 
had first been kept for that meeting. 

Mr. LevIE expressed astonishment at the report, 
and said it they fired and blistered a horse sufficiently 
deep the horse could not be worked for a month. 

Mr. Prince: Some fire them one day and work 
them the next. 

Mr. HeaTuer stated that he had seen John Coleman 
fire a horse that was racing within an hour. Of 
course he used a local anesthetic. 

Mr. Kine raised the question of binding a horse 
with cotton wool after blistering. 

Mr. Marrison said such a practice was all right. 
Some people used a flannel bandage, but he preferred 
the ordinary bandage fairly tightly tied and left on 
for ten days to a fortnight. He thought a flannel 
bandage too severe. 

Mr. Prince believed in tieing as tightly as pos- 
sible. 

Mr. Brices produced three samples of fractures 
the fore pastern of a light nag; the hoof of a pony 
knocked down by a motor car; and the leg bone of 
an 18 months’ old bull. He agreed to forward them 
to the College. 

E. MarRRISON, 
Hon, Secretary. 





Lancashire Division.* 


An ordinary meeting of the Lancashire Division 
was held at the Hotel Metropole, Blackpool, on 
September 20th, 1923, at3 p.m. The chair was taken 
by the President (Mr. F. G. Edwards), and other 
members present were Messrs. Stent, Oddy, Dixon, 
Locke, Urmson, Lindsay, Butters, Woods, Holroyd, 
Ackroyd, Ducksbury, Blackhurst, Lomas, and 
Lancaster. Visitors: Messrs. Calderwood, R. C. 
Locke, Wood, Simpson, Preston, and McCall. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Messrs. Noel Pillers, Sumner, Whitehead, 
Mayall, Wright, Abson, Carside, Fowle, Taylor, 
Spruell, Brittlebank, McKinna, and Hall. 





* Report received on November 2nd, 1923. 
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The acting Secretary (Mr. E. H. Stent) read a letter 
from Dr. Bradley, Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, asking for subscriptions for the Dick 
(Centenary) Fund, and stated that after the meeting 
he would be pleased to receive any subscriptions. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read. 

Mr. H. Brece (Hamilton) then presented a paper 
entitled: (1) Remarks on Rumination; (2) The 
Significance of Grunting as a Subjective Sign of 
Disorder in Cattle, and other matters of interest. 

[We have given separate publication to Mr. Begg’s 
paper, and the discussion which ensued.—Eb.] 

Mr. Locke proyosed a vote of thanks to Mr. Begg, 
saying that Mr. Begg was well known as an examiner, 
and he was sure that everybody had enjoyed listening 
to his remarks and paper that afternoon. 

Mr. Burrers showed some pieces of metal, etc., 
that had been taken from the feces of an Airedale 
bitch. It was not known when the dog had swallowed 
them, but apparently they had passed through without 
any ill-effects. 

JOHN SPRUELL, Hon. Secretary. 








Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


** GRAVE SITUATION.” 





“The existence of foot-and-mouth disease,” says 
The Times of November 24th, “ was discovered on 
Thursday in a Barnsley slaughterhouse in cattle, 
some of which had been exposed in Newcastle Market 
last Tuesday and some in Gateshead Market on the 
same day. There was, therefore, the strongest 
probability that these animals were infective when 
in those markets, and: also that other animals in the 
same markets were in a similar condition. 

* Cattle from those markets are normally widely 
distributed through other important markets to the 
Northern Midland and Eastern counties, and the 
possibilities of widespread infection were, therefore, 
present. 

“In these circumstances the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture considered that immediate control of all move- 
ments of animals was necessary to prevent avoidable 
contact bet ween infective and other animals, especially 
through the congregation ot stock in markets and 
sale yards. 

“ An Order was accordingly made by the Ministry 
on Thursday entirely prohibiting all movements of 
stock into, within, or through a large area stretching 
from the Clyde to the Thames, but excluding Wales. 
This Order was yesterday modified so as to permit 
movements of animals within this area by licence 
of the inspectors of local authorities, and also the 
holding of fat stock markets subject to veterinary 
inspection. All store stock markets continue to be 
prohibited. The above modifications do not apply 
to scheduled areas already in existence at the time 
of the issue of Thursday’s Order, nor to the counties 
of Northumberland and Durham, which were yesterday 
declared a prohibited area, it being now known that 
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animals definitely exposed to infection in Newcastle 
and Gateshead have been distributed in those counties. 

“There is reason to believe that infection was 
brought to Newcastle by pigs moved from infected 
premises at Turriff, Aberdeenshire, before the out- 
break at Turriff was reported. 

“ Our Dublin correspondent states that the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture announced yesterday that all 
the British ports, with the exception of Holyhead, 
had been closed again to Irish cattle. 

“Our Agricultural Correspondent writes :— 

‘The menace of the foot-and-mouth disease out- 
break has been serious for some time past, but the 
gravity of the situation has been intensified by the 
discovery at Barnsley. The tact that Newcastle 
was the centre trom which intection was spread far 
and wide in the early spring ot 1922 is only a coin- 
cidence, but the authorities and stock owners are not 
forgetful of their bitter experience then. 

“ The detection of the disease so far afield in an 
animal that had been in contact with others in a 
public market of the dimensions of that of Newcastle 
has naturally excited keen apprehension. But bene- 
fiting by. experience, the Ministry of Agriculture are 
leaving nothing to chance. Their bold action in 
scheduling the greater part of England and the 
Southern Counties of Scotland is largely precautionary. 
There are many areas between the Thames and the 
Forth that are perfectly clean, but until the whole 
of the animals that may have been in contact with the 
disease in Newcastle have been traced and accounted 
for, it has been deemed advisable to impose a 
standstill Order on a wide scale. 

“At the moment it is improbable that the fat 
stock shows will have to be abandoned. The vigorous 
policy of the Ministry, if energetically and loyally 
supported by stock owners, as no doubt it will be, 
inspires hope that the scourge, in its epidemic form, 
will have been got under before the Birmingham Show, 
which opens on December Ist, and that all serious 
danger will have disappeared by the time the Smith- 
field Show is due on Decemker 10th. 

“The disorganisation of the markets, it is believed 
and hoped, will be only temporary, and there is no 
justification at present for alarm concerning supplies 
of meat for the Christmas trade. The cattle, sheep, 
and pigs which are being prepared for the December 
market will find their way to the great distributing 
centres by some means, even if it should be necessary 
to have recourse to the extreme measure of slaughter- 
ing them on the farms. The bulk of supplies from 
a distance, as from Scotland, always come in carcase 
form.” 





EDINBURGH SHOW ABANDONED. 


In consequence of the foot-and-mouth disease 
restrictions it has been thought necessary to abandon 
the Scottish National Fat Stock Club Show, which was 
to be held in Edinburgh on December 4th and 5th. 
In a letter to the club Sir Stewart Stockman, of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, wrote :— 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns _— 


NOTICE TO DIVISIONAL SECRETARIES. 


The Editorial Committee, wishing to be of assistance to the divisions, 
and with a view to achieving uniformity in the reports of meetings, 
and acceleration in their publication in the Record, are prepared to 
send their representative to report their proceedings. 

Will Secretaries of divisions, wishing to avail themselves of this 
offer, forward particulars as to dates, times, and places of meeting 
to the Editor, 10 Gray's Inn Square, W.C.1, at least a month prior 
° such meetings, when the scale of charges will be forwarded to 
them % 





Diary of Events. 


Dec. 5th- N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings at 10 Gray’s 
Inn Square: Finance, Appointments, and 
Articles of Association. 

Meeting of the Lancashire Division at 
Manchester. 

Dec. 6th- Meeting of the Central Division at 10 Red 
Lion Square, W.C. 

Dec. 7th —Meeting of the Midland Counties Division 
at Leicester. (Altered from Dec. 6th -the 
date of the General Election.) 

Written Examinations, R.C.V.S. 

Meeting of the Scottish Branch at 
Dumfries. 

Meeting of the Dumfries and Galloway 
Division at Dumfries. 

Dec. 10th—-Biological Committee. 

Dec. 11th---Oral Examinations begin. 

Dec. 12th- - Meeting of the Southern Counties Division 
at Salisbury. 


The response to the circular which was sent out last 
week has been most encouraging. <A large number 
of bankers’ orders has been received and also several 
new members. The new register is well on the way 
to completion, and we hope to make a fair start with 
the New Year. Every week brings letters showing 
increased interest in our work, and perhaps the most 
gratifying thing for the future of the Association is 
that many of the letters are from the younger members. 
Our prospect is distinctly bright. 


(Continued from previous column.) 


If even a modified control is continued it is unlikely 
that it will admit of ordinary markets or shows, 
so that there would be a possibility of the Ministry’s 
regulations automatically preventing the Show being 
held. Apart altogether from this, however, the 
position is more serious than when you first consulted 
me, and I have no hesitation now in advising that the 
Edinburgh Show should not be held at the time 
arranged. 

The council, therefore, felt they had no alternative 
but to abandon the Show, and exhibitors are to be 
advised accordingly. 

A special permit has been obtained for the Bir- 
mingham Cattle Show to proceed with its arrangements 
in the usual way. 

A fresh outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease has 
occurred at Grimston, near Melton Mowbray. Nearly 
eighty head of cattle, calves, and pigs were slaughtered 
on Saturday. 













































This week we have been very fortunate. The 
Editorial Committee met as usual at our offices, and 
there was much criticism of the wretched mat which we 
mentioned last week. Nevertheless, it has served a 
useful purpose, for Major Percy Simpson very kindly 
has decided to present us with a carpet, and Major 
G. W. Dunkin has given us a fine mahogany table. 
We are very grateful to our Editorial Committee for 
adding these handsome gifts to the work they already 
do week by week for the Association. Meanwhile 
“the mat” is to be preserved. 

* * *” aK 

We have received also a very pleasant and 
encouraging letter from Sir F. Smith, offering financial 
help towards office equipment. Sir Frederick takes 
a great interest in the Record, and he has been kind 
enough on more than one occasion to praise it. We 
wish we could draw him on to the Editorial Committee. 
Perhaps there are others who might follow his good 
example and send their contributions towards the 
expenses necessary in a new office in the form of a 
cheque. This is a hint. 

* * * * 

We don’t want to buy old carpets, typewriters, 
chairs, etc., in fact any old stuff from members. 
We are not in that business. But. still several 
members have taken advantage of our want to make 
offers. We have even been offered a bargain— a 
carpet for £250, which honestly cost £350-—and two 
or three members seem to be wanting to dispose of 
their old typewriters. We suggest they should 
advertise in our columns. 

* * * * 


Professor Cadiot retires from the Directorship of 
the Alfort Veterinary School in January next, and is 
nominated “ Directeur Honoraire des Ecoles Nation- 
ales Vétérinaires.” The new Director is to be 
Professor Nicolas, well known as the author of 
“ Ophthalmogie Vétérinaire,” of which we have an 
English translation by Mr. Henry Gray. Professor 
Nicolas is an Honorary Associate of the Royal College, 
and we extend to him our hearty congratulations on 
his new dignity. To Professor Cadiot also we express 
our cordial appreciation of his outstanding merits, 
and our best wishes for his health and happiness in 


his retirement. 
* * ok * 





Comment has reached us from several sources on 
the use that is being made by some veterinary surgeons 
of the title ** Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine ~ 
on their professional note-paper. This Association 
is not the guardian of its members’ morals, and it 
lays down no rules for their conduct, but perhaps 
we may be permitted to express the opinion that the 
use of this title shows very bad taste and lays the 
offender open to a severe snubbing. It is also 
misleading to the general public, who may be led to 
infer that the user holds some special medical degree. 
We hope that any of our members who may thought- 
lessly have done this will cease the practice. It 
can only do them and their profession harm in the 
eyes of men whose good opinion is worth having. 





























December 1, 1923 


PERSONAL. 


Major Eustace Montgomery, the Veterinary Adviser to 
the Governors of the East African Dependencies, sailed 
for South America on the 17th ult., and expects to return 
to England in time to catch the steamer leaving tor East 
Africa on February 22nd. 

He is visiting the Argentine, Uraguay, Paraguay, and 
Brazil, with the object of enquiring into the utilisation of 
animal products and other activities of the veterinary 
organisations in those countries. 

It is felt possible that British territories in Africa may, 
with advantage to the Empire, copy some of the examples 
of the progressive South American Republies. 


—— 


Appointment.—Mr. D. L. M’Whirter, M.R.C.V.S., 
has sailed on the Blue Funnel liner Patroclus, for Hong 
Kong, to take up an appointment with the Dairy Farm, 
lee, and Cold Storage Company, where he will have charge 
of a herd of about 1,000 dairy cattle (composed approxi- 
mately half of Friesians and half of Ayrshires), 10,000 
head of poultry, and 4,000 pigs, besides supervising the 
dbattoirs the company. Mr. M’Whirter won the 
William’s Memorial Prize last year at his college in Edin- 
burgh for the highest points in the final year of the course. 


of 


Street, 
(nee Olga 


Birth—On November l7th, at 23a Queen 
Lancaster, to Mr. and Mrs. George Simons 


Victoria Foote), a son. 


The Liverpool Daily Courier of November 20th states : 
‘Dr. Share Jones, Professor of Veterinary Science at 
Liverpool University, 
submitted to Denbigh Liberal Selection Committee, who 
meet at Ruthin to make the final selection of candidate. 

A fluent speaker in English and Welsh, Dr. Jones is 
regarded as an authority on agricultural matters, more 
the 


has agreed to his name being 


especially relating to live stock, and commands 


unanimous support of farmers in the constituency.”’ 


The next Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute will 
be held at Liverpool from July I4th to 19th, 1924, by 
invitation of the Lord Mayor and City Council. 


‘“ Will women of future generations have fewer toes 
than women of the present?” asks the Daily Mail. 

A biologist expressed the opinion that they may if the 
wear of high-heeled shoes is continued. 

‘* Horses originally had five toes,” he said, ** and now 
they have only one. This change probably was brought 
about by the effort of horses in a wild state to raise them- 
selves a little higher to get at the twigs and leaves of trees. 
The five toes of deer have been reduced to two, and those 
of many birds to three. 

** Women with very high heels have a gait approaching 
that of birds. I do not for a moment suggest that it is 
not an elegant gait, but it certainly is not at all unlike 
that of the domestic fowl. 

“Tt means that with the high heels now worn three 
toes are sufficient for progressing, and as nature always 
gets rid of superfluous organs it seems likely that in the 
course of time women’s toes will be reduced to three, and 
perhaps later to two or even one.” 
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The Construction of Cowhouses. 


At the present time when so much attention is being 
directed, and quite properly directed, to the production 
of clean milk for human consumption, an authoritative 
handbook from the Ministry of Agriculture dealing with the 
proper construction of cowhouses comes opportunely. 
The handbook, which contvins plans in a pocket of the 
cover, as well as drawings in spaces of the letterpress, 
has been carefully prepared and prolixity has been specially 
guarded against. The essential information has 
reduced to 14 pages, and detailed advice has been given 
as to the choice of sites in relation to other buildings, 
pasture and water, to the general planning and construc- 
tion of cowhouses, with allowance for proper air space 
per beast and sufficient passage-ways, to the best arrange- 
ments for feeding, dunging, and the withdrawal of milk, 
and tothe suitability and economy of building materials, 
and the provision of proper fittings, such as doors, win- 
dows, ventilators, troughs, yokes. and also of drainage. 

The price of the publication is 6d. post free from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 10 Whitehall Place, London, 
S.W.1. 


been 


A South African correspondent to the North British 
Agriculturalist relates an amusing incident which occurred 
at the recent show and sale of breeding and fat stock 
held at Johannesburg last month. An amateur farmer, 
in the person of a Jew who had made good out of other 
people’s efforts, decided to take up farming as a pastime, 
and attended the show and sale for the purpose of pur- 
chasing a breeding bull. The breeding stock were 
disposed of in the forenoon, and the fat stock in the 
afternoon. It before the Jew came 
sauntering into the sale yard. He was too wise in his 
own conceit to consult anyone, or even to fortify himself 


was afternoon 


with a catalogue. Approaching the ring side when a very 
handsome Aberdeen-Angus grade ox was being exposed 
for sale, he liked the sleek appearance of the animal, 
and at once began to bid, and ultimately the animal was 
knocked down to him at £40. After the last animal 
had been disposed of, the Jew rather sheepishly appeared 
in the ring leading his ox, and explained to the auctioneer, 
amidst the uproarious laughter of the 500 or 600 farmers 
and butchers round the ring, the mistake he had made. 
The ox was then re-exposed for sale, and made £19. It 
thus cost the Jew £21, plus commission, to learn that an 
animal of the male sex may not necessarily be a bull! 





In 1235, during the reign of Henry I1I., Walter le Brun, 
or Bruin, a farrier, or Marechal as he was then designated 
in Anglo-Norman, had a piece of land granted him in the 
Strand, parish of St. Clement’s Danes, whereon to erect 
a forge, on condition that he should render at the Exchequer 
annually for the same a quit-rent of six horse shoes with 
sixty-two nails belonging thereto—a payment, strange 
to say, which is still continued every year at the swearing- 
in of the Sheriff of London and Middlesex to the represen- 
tative of the Sovereign, though the said piece of ground 
has long been City property. At this time, too, the price 
of horse-shoes and nails, as well as shoeing, was regulated . 





by laws, and these are still in evidence. 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
frst post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 





Animal Breeding Research. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—The enclosed circular is being forwarded to 
Breed Societies in Great Britzin. 

We are anxious to obtain exact information as to the 
problems the live stock breeder and improver has to 
contend with, and we want particularly the co-operation 
of the breeders and veterinarians in our Research Campaign 
on Sterility; this condition causes probably greater 
economic loss than all other animal diseases combined. 








The Origin of Domesticated Animals and Plants. 


A paper on this subject was communicated by Professor 
P. E. Newberry to the Anthropology Section of the British 
Association on September 17th. 

During the past twenty years many important dis- 
coveries have been made relating to the early history of 
cultivated plants and domesticated animals, but botanists 
and zoologists have paid little attention to these subjects. 
Anthropologists need their help and co-operation. That 
the cultivation of a plant began in the country where that 
plant was found growing wild is obvious, yet how little 
is really known about the native habitats of many of our 
common cultivated plants. Where, for example, was the 
original home of flax, or of the date-palm, or of the vine ? 
A subject of great interest to the anthropologist would 
be the study of weeds. Schweinfurth, when in Central 
Africa, noted the preponderating Indian origin of the 
common weeds of the wide stretch of country between 
Tondy and the Dyoor, and he pointed out that a better 
acquaintance with the geographical facts connected with 
them would probab'y be as trustworthy an indication 
of the various migrations of an uncivilised people who 
have no history as either their dialect or their physical 
development. Cornfield weeds are most important 
evidence for the original home of wheat and barley. 
There are many questions relating to domesticated animals 
that have as yet received no satisfactory answer. From 
whence came the domesticated sheep and goat ? From 
whence the ass, the horse, and the camel? Notwith- 
standing the work of Rolleston and others, we know hardly 
anything about the origin of the domesticated breeds 
of swine. And where was the ox first brought under 
domestication ? These are some of the many questions 
that can only be answered satisfactorily by botanists and 
zoologists working in co-operation with anthropologists ; 
the answers to them must necessarily throw considerable 
light on the early migrations of man.— Pharmaceutical 


Journal. 








Army Veterinary Service. 
War Orrice. LonpoN GAZETTE. REGULAR FoRCEs. 


November 21st.—Captain R. Finch, M.C., F.R.C.V.S., 
bate R.A.V.C.T.A., to be Captain, with precedence as from 
September 10th, 1915 (November 21st). 





Any thing you could do to assist us in achieving our 
objective will be greatly appreciated.—Yours faithfully, 
G. F. Finutay, Ph.D., B.V.Sc., Animal Breeding Research 
Department, High School Yards, The University, 
Edinburgh. 

November 9th, 1923. 


The circular letter to which reference is made by our 


correspondent is as follows :— 
Animal Breeding Research Department, 
High School Yerds, 
Edinburgh. 

Dear Sir,—This Department exists for the purpose of 
carrying out investigations in Animal Breeding problems. 
We are anxious to work in close co-operation with breeders 
and to attack those problems which are of the greatest 
economic importance. I, therefore, venture to ask if 
your Society would be willing to go thoroughly into the 
question of just what are the animal breeding problems of 
to-day. I would suggest that we could be mutually 
helpful if you would comply with the request herein stated, 
as follows :— 

(1) There are many breed problems, apart from 
diseases, which face stockowners. Genetical science has 
solved some of these problems in recent years, but the 
results have as yet scarcely been assimilated by some 
breeders. If the breeders, through their breed Societies, 
will give us a list of the questions and problems they would 
like solved, we would be prepared to analyse these questions 
and publish bulletins or articles on those which have been 
already solved through biological investigation in recent 
years. Moreover, a tabulation of the unsolved problems 
will enable this Department to embark on research which 
is of real practical value to the breeder. 

(2) Sterility is the most troublesome problem facing 
breeders to-day. Every breeder in the country is troubled 
by it. This Department has undertaken to make a very 
complete investigation of all the causes contributing to 
this condition. But we absolutely must have material 
to work on, and plenty ot it, if the work is to be of really 
practical value. Would your Society be prepared to 
urge your members and breeders in general, to send us the 
reproductive organs of any sterile animal that may die 
or be slaughtered, together with a very complete history 
of the case concerning such matters as :— 

Breed. 

Age. 

Condition of animal. 

Condition under which kept. 

Breeding record. 

Breeding record of parents and grand-parents. 

Breeding record of brothers and sisters. 

Reasons for considering sterile. 

Any other relevant matter ? 
The information thus obtained should prove invaluable 
to the breeders and will be made available in due course. 

We offer and ask for co-operation, but we are particularly 


anxious that practical results come from this effort. 
G. F. Frytay, Ph.D., B.V.Se. 





Intravenous Work in Milch Cows. 
To tHe Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—With regard to Professor Whitehouse’s note in 
last week’s Record on ‘“‘ Suggested Method for Intravenous 
Work in Milch Cows”: 

In common with others, I have had some difficulty in 
this work until I managed to secure a specially-shaped 
needle. This needle has. in front, a projection in the 
shape of a sharp lancet or fleam which penetrates the 
skin, etc., in advance of the needle. 

Having raised the vein in the ordinary way with a cord 
and pressing on the neck from the opposite side, the fleam 
needle is plunged with a one sharp, careful thrust, straight 
into the jugular vein. It is so sharp that there is no 
difficulty in piercing all the tissues at once. 


























December 1, 1923 


With the old method of piercing the skin first and | combine for 


the vein afterwards, a certain amount of subcutaneous 
blood frequently gets in to the lumen of the needle and 
coagulates (there is no pressure behind it) before the needle 
pierces the jugular. The jugular blood will not then flow 

There is also difficulty in piercing the jugular, as it is 
inclined to roll away from the needle, especially if the latter 
is not very sharp. These difficulties are not encountered 
whilst using the new needle, which acts in a similar method 
to the old way of bleeding by the fleam.—Yours truly. 
W.S. Stevens, Southill, Wincanton, Somerset 


The Tuberculin Test. 
We have received the following circular letter from the 
Secretary of the Certified Milk Producers’ Association. 
which we publish as likely to be of interest to our readers 


THE CERTIFIED MILK PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


11 Sr. JAMES’ SQUARE, 
Lonvon, S.W.L. 
October 29th, 1923. 


THE SECRETARY, 


NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Dear Sir,—I am instructed by my Association to write 
you on the following matter. 

Producers of Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin tested) 
Milk often wish to buy tested cows to add to their herds, 
and at many of the best sales of dairy cattle the animals 
are advertised as having passed the tuberculin test 

It has, however, been found by our members that in 
most cases the tests to which the animals have been 
submitted are not carried out in accordance with the 
regulations laid down by the Ministry of Health for the 
production of graded milk. 

This puts the producers of this milk in a difficult position 
Cattle bought as tested cannot be re-tested until a specified 
time has elapsed and cannot be added to the herd pro- 
ducing Certified or Grade A (Tuberculin tested) Milk 
until the Ministry’s regulations have been conformed with. 
They must, therefore, be kept for a period isolated from 
all other cows and this means trouble and expense to the 
buyer and naturally is apt to deter licensed producers 
from attending such sales and paying the higher price asked 
for tested cattle 

This Association feels it would be a great help if your 
Association could urge upon those who are selling tested 
cattle the desirability of having the tests carried out as 
required by the Ministry of Health, im order that such cattle 
might be suitable for purchase by license holders 

For your information I enclose herewith a copy of the 
Tuberculin Test Certificate Form which the Ministry 
have drawn up, and would point out that in many cases 
the Certificates supplied with animals purchased at sales 
fail to comply with the requirements by omitting one or 
more of the pre-inoculation temperatures or of the post- 
inoculation temperatures, or by failing to include the 
ophthalmic test.—-Yours faithfully, H. E. Mrexs, Secretary 


The Jersey Backslide. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir, —Mr. Leese’s ideas of socialism and logic are very 
remarkable. Nobody is so selfish as the individual who 
lives in an apparent state of isolation and yet partakes 
of all the benefits derived from the sacrifice of others 
without himself subscribing one iota to the sum total. 
Such an individual is termed in national science a para- 
site or, in society, a sponge 

Selfishness begets selfishness and ends in the triumph 
of might over right. To do away with the evils wrought 
by unequal contests men in every occupation or profession 
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their mutual advantage. Otherwise the 
weakly individual would be taken in detail and crushed 
by those who have the might, just as a single sparrow 
would be taken by the predatory hawk. 

The Veterinary Profession, although very late, ¢s doing 
its best to fall into line with other professions or occupa 
tions. The N.V.M.A. is not out to lower the pay of the 
individual, but to raise it to a standard compatible with 
the outlay for the acquisition of knowledge and _ skill. 
Unless all the members of the profession toe the line and 
act honourably to their Union, they weaken the position 
for collective bargaining. The profession, by collective 
bargaining with the War Office during the Boer War, 
was enabled to raise the position, rank and pay of the 
individual member of the R.A.V.C. There were no black- 
legs in those days : candidates for admission were 
forthcoming (there was a veritable boycott) until better 
conditions were obtained and its officers placed on a 
plane almost equal that on which officers of other 
branches of the Army Service had been placed. No doubt 
the retired officers of the R.A.V.C. remember what the 
hody corporate (R.C.V.S.) had done for them in those 
days,and in recognition many of them are doing their 
utmost to improve the conditions of those members of 
the profession who are engaged or likely to be engaged in 
the Colonial Service, the Ministry of Agriculture, Munict- 
palities, ete 


no 


to 


Unless collective boycotting and bargaining are adopted 
in order to get better conditions of pay and promotion of 
veterinary officers in the Civil and Colonial services, County 
Councils and Municipalities, the individual must accept 
the conditions offered without demur. If the supply of 
low-salaried men were not forthcoming, a higher seale of 
pay would offered to entice candidates. Young men 
just from the schools or others who have failed in other 
ventures are too apt to rush and take up cheap appoint - 
ments, and, after finding that no improvement in position 
is meterialising, many of them become disheartened or 
apathetic or, perhaps, curse their profession and every- 
body connected with it. Lf they were to act upon the 
motto of the body corporate— Vis Unita Fortior--and 
refuse to offer their services for less than a minimum and 
graduate scale laid down by a committee of men experi 
enced in the ways and conditions of the various services, 
they would, in all probability, get their price and remain 
content for the rest of their lives 


he 


The B.M.A. has done a great deal for the improvement 
of the Medical Services,and there is no reason why the 


N.V.M.A. should not do as much for the Veterinary 
Services But there must not be any blacklegs. It 


would be well if, before applying for an appointment, 
probable candidates were to seek advice of the committee 
composed of members of the profession experienced in 
service ways and means 

A selfish individual, by ot toeing the line, or being 
devoid of professional honour or esprét de corps, weakens 
the integrity of the whole, and is liable to lead to that 
frame of mind which usually ends up with sawve qua peut. 
He is a weakling and generally gets self as his sole com- 
panion, receiving no assistance or recognition from any- 
hody else. In fact, he becomes like the miser who, after 


hoarding up his wealth, dies from = starvation. Yours 
truly. Henry Gray. 
| Redfield Lane. S.W.1 
November 23rd. 1925 
The Editor bheqs to acknowledge the receipt of — the 


following : 

Communications from Mr. F. T Harvey (St. Columb), 
Captain G. Lloyd (R.A.V.C.), Mr. W. Scott (Bridgwater), 
and Dr. Septimus Sisson (Ohio). 

Report of a meeting of the South -Eastern Division 
from Mr. H. P. Hogben (Folkestone), Hon. Secretary 
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“SALOFORM"” 
PESSARIES. 


Of great value in all cases of parturition in cows or mares, and if admin- 
istered immediately after parturition will prevent the after-birth becoming foul, 
and keep the uterus clean and healthy. 


These Pessaries are highly recommended by members of the profession who 
have used them, and repeated unsolicited testimony to this effect has been 
received. Those who have not tried them are earnestly requested to send for 
a sample dozen, which will be sent by post on receipt of the price as shown. 


Yellow - 9/-; White - 8/-; Red - 7/- per dozen net. 


HARKNESS, BEAUMONT & CO., 


Wholesale Chemists, 
JUNCTION BRIDGE, LEITH, EDINBURGH. 


NEW INSTRUMENTS 


Suggested by CHARLES ROBERTS, M.R.C.V.S., TUNBRIDCE WELLS. 











VULVA SUTURE. 
PRICE, NICKEL PLATED ... ons - G/- 


Extract from “‘ Veterinary Record." 


The figures show a vulva suture which is casy to insert and is very effective. Itis composed of a stout aluminium wire with a small aluminium 
ball screwed on to it -_~ h end. For inserting one ball is removed and replaced by a steel trocar. When it has been passed through the labia the 
trocar is removed and ie ball re-applied. The trocar is bored transversely so that an ordinary pin or small nail may be passed through it to 
facilitate Govpwlag and enesrewing. I bave used this instrument for transfixing the skin in operations for umbilical (and other) hernia. It is easy 
to apply and to keep in position Its advantages. in several ways, over the old-fashioned meat-skewer are apparent. 
















— 7 = SSS - 3 


EMBRYOTOMY KNIFE. PRICE, NICKEL PLATED ... 14/6 


Extract from ‘* Veterinary Record 
The end of the blade is blunt and flattened transversely. somewhat resembling a duck’s beak in shape. Itis inserted under the skin at the fetlock 
through a small opening previously made with an ordinary pocket knife, and is pushed upward to the external scapular area. The skin along its track is 


— severed in a few seconds. 
& quard which is attached to the knife by means of two small! screws prevents injury to other structures ; and renders it one of the safest ~ ree 














1 have used for this work. The and tend in the axillary region can also be easily cut by forcing them between the knife and its guard 
A R N oO LD & Ss Oo N Ss VETERINARY Telephone Number : 
J INSTRUMENT MANUFACTURERS. * Langham 3000 (10 lines). 
(JOHN BELL & CROYDEN, LTD.) ene: 
50 & 52 WIGMORE STREET, LONDON, W. 1. ** Instruments, London. 


Established Over 100 Years. 





